{,{)"Lf'.g

[f-f IS
Teens
0\!\7 a2
tur to
cleaner
as drug

SANITIZERS: Using
the liquids to get
drunk poses a health
risk, officials warn.

By Susan Abram Staff Writer

Local teenagers are gulping
down hand sanitizer to get
drunk — and many are landing
* in emergency departments
instead, health experts warned
Tuesday.

Though it’s been a national
trend for the past few years,
Los Angeles teenagers have
caught on more recently. Six-
teen cases countywide have
been reported to the California
Poison Control System since
March 1 and 60 statewide since
2010, health officials said.

“This is a rapidly emerging

trend,” said Dr. Cyrus Rangan,
a pediatric medical toxicologist
with Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles, who also is director of
the county Department of Pub-
lic Health’s Toxic Epidemiol-
ogy Program. '
One small bottle of hand san-
itizer contains 60 percent alco-
hol, or at least 120 proof, Ran-
gan said.

“That’s like drinking several
shots of hard liguor,” Rangan
said.

‘While none of the local cases
so far has been fatal, Rangan
said the effects of drinking the
product are similar to abusing
liguor. Too much can prove
dangerous, causing coma.

So far, there are no regula-
tions that prohibit those under
a cerfain age from buying sani-
tizer, such as with other prod-
ucts, but Rangan said it could
happen. :

“I would not be surprised if
something like that happened
down the road,” he said.

‘Teenagers have learned to
separate the aleohol from the
rest of the product’s ingredients
by using bath salts. They get the
information onling, said Helen
Arbogast, an injury prevention
coordinator for Children’s Hos-
pital, where Tuesday's press
conference was held.

While teenagers drink sani-
tizer to get drunk, younger chil-
dren will ingest it because the
product’s colors may look like
juice or something sweet, she
said.

“Just a spoonful can cause a
problem,” she said. “It’s a con-
cern for us. We're going to be
going to the high schools to

" talk about it.”

susan.abram@dailynews.com -
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Some workers in the

child welfare unit filed
improper mileage
reports, review finds.

BY GARRETT THEROLF

\Mw
emglgggs at geles

unty’s troubled child wel-
fare agency improperly re-
ceived mileage reimburse-
ments from taxpayers on

days they did not work, ac-

| cording to a sample of reim-

bursement reports for 20
employees with high mileage
claims examined by the
county auditor-controller.

Thirteen supervisors re-
sponsible for signing off on
the reports acknowledged
that they routinely did not
review them first, the study
found. The majority of re-
viewed reports vastly over-
stated the distance between
travel points, and nearly half
the reviewed reimburse-
ment requests lacked basic
information.

The department has
3,000 employees who use
their personal vehicles for
county business, and tax-
payers reimbursed them

County Auditor-Control-
ler Wendy Watanabe said
“significant weaknesses” in
reimbursement procedures
had fostered fraud and “may
have been prevented with
proper management over-
gight.”

After the report was is-
sued online, however, she
cautioned that her audit was
based on a “non-scientific
sample” and said that the 20
reviewed employees had
been selected because they

had “historically higher than

agency

average amounts of mileage
reimbursement requests.”
The findings were based
on a detailed review of re-
cords for the 20 employees

* and mark the latest in a se-

ries of management break-
downs af. the Department of
Children and Family Serv-
ices, which oversees care of
tens of thousands of abused
or neglected minors. The
agency has struggled in re-
cent years to properly man-
age mistreatment investiga-
[See Mileage, AA4]
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Secret sheriff’s clique probed

[Sheriff, from Ad]

names like Grim Reapers,
Little Devils, Regulators
and Vikings—havebeen ac-
cused of breeding a gang-like
mentality in which deputies
falsify police reports, perjure
themselves and cover up
misconduct.

The investigation into
the Jump Out Boys is fo-
cused on the sheriff’s Gang
Enforcement Team. The
unit is divided info two pla-
toons of relatively autono-
mous deputies whose job it
is to target neighborhoods
where gang violence and in-
timidation are a concern.

The sources, who spoke
on the condition of anonym-
ity because the case was on-
going, described parts of the
memo to The Times. The
pamphlet extols hard work
and other positive virtues,
but there is concern that
some of the language con-
flicts with department ex-
pectations.

Most notably, sources
said, was a positive depic-
tion of officer-involved
shootings. A distinction is
made, sources said, between
eops who have and cops who
have not been involved in
shootings.

But the attitude is trou-
bling because officer-in-
volved shootings, even those
that are within policy, are ex-
pected by the departmentto
be treated as events of Iast
resort. Sheriff’s officials
have warned against form-
ing rogue subgroups be-
cause theythreatento stress
allegiance to the elique and

subvert loyalty to the de-.

partment and its policies.
Sheriff Lee Baca’s
spokesman said the depart-
ment is taking the issue seri-
ously, and detectives are
gathering evidence and con-
ductinginterviews.
“We're going tobe looking
at this right now, but it really
could be a fantasy, some-
thing that’s not true but
right now we’re going to find
out exactly-what is and what
isn’t and that will determine
what our next step is,”

“The last thing
anybody wants to
do in law
enforcement is
shoot a weapon.’

— STEVE WHITMORE,
Sheriff’s Department
¢ spokesman

spokesman Steve Whitmore
said. =

Whitmore declined to
discuss details of the investi-
gation or the contents of the
docurnent. Asked about the
language that - portrays
shootings in a positive light,
he said, “The last thing any-
body wants to do in law en-
forcement is shoot a weap-
on.”

Whitmore said Baca
understands that deputies
might bond and form social

ers but prohibits cligues -

when “it does not, embrace
the integrity to do what is
right.” '
Historically, within the
Sheriff’s Department, the
groups have been tied to pa-
trol stations. In one in-
stance, afederal judgecalled
one of those groups, the Lyn-
wood Vikings, a “neo-Nazi,
white supremacist gang”
that had engaged in racially
motivated hostility. As part

of a 1996 settlement, the .

county agreed to retrain
deputies to prevent such
conduct and pay $7.5 million
to compensate victims of al-
leged abuses.

Past affiliation with such
groups reaches the highest
levels of the department.
Baca acknowledged last
yearthat his second-in-com-
mand, Paul Tanaka, has a
Vikings tattoo. Tanaka has
said the Vikings was a nick-

name for deputies assigned

to Lynwood station and did

ister.

In February, The Times
reported allegations that a
supervisor inside the sher-
iff’s Compton station aimed
a gun at the head of a fellow
sergeant, who alleged the
threat was part ofavendetta
motivated by ties to a secret
deputy clique. .

Maria Haberfeld, a pro-
fessor at John Jay College of
Criminal Justice in New
York who specializes in po-
lice ethics and training, said
police subcultures can pro-
vide officers with much
needed support in a danger-
ous job. But she said that
closeness can become prob-
lematic. 2

“Solidarity is one of the
meain things of police subcul-
ture,” she said, “so the closer
the 'group, the higher the
possibility that various
cases of miscoriduct will be
coveredup.”

robert. faturechi

groups with close co-work-
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Tleens
drink
hand

wash

[Alechol, from AA1]

emergency room. |
Doctors said this is the

latest over-the-counter

adapted for a quick high.
Teenagers have done the
same with mouthwash,
cough syrup and even va-
nilla extract. :

not represent anything sin-

preduct that teenagers have

@latimes.com

| “Over the years, they
have ingested all sorts of
things,” said Helen Arbo-
gast, injury prevention cbor-
dinator in the frauma pro-

i Los Angeles. “Cough syrup

had reached a very sexy
point where young people
wereusingit.... Wewanttobe
sure this doesn’t take on the
samefrend.”

‘It iskind of sc
that they go toary,
that extent to get
a shot of
essentially hard
liquor.’ it
— CYRUS RANGAN,

county public health
department

gram at Children’s Hospital

The recent cases involv-
ing feenagers surprised doc-
tors. There were no such
cases last year. The inei-
dents also raised concerns
about the lack of awareness
among parents of the risks
linked to the popular hy-
giene product. Even small
bottles contain highly con-
centrated alcohol.

If parents buy hand sani-
tizer, they should purchase
the foam versionratherthan
the gel type because if is

harder to extract the alcohol
and teenagers may be less
likely to drink it, Arbogast
said.

Parents also shouldn’t
leave hand sanitizer around
the house and should moni-
tor it like any other liquor or
medicine.

They should also watch

for signs of intoxication, she
said. 3

“When young people are
actively and purposely in-
gesting it, that is when it be-
comes a real concern,” she
said.

| anna.gorman@latimes.com
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